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The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable SAM
BROWNBACK, a Senator from the State
of Kansas.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Great Shepherd of us all, remind us
that You will not permit us to be test-
ed beyond our strength. Inspire us in
the face of great challenges by the fact
that You have weighed the difficulties
and will give us the power to meet
them. Make us grateful for the oppor-
tunities to express our love for You by
cheerfully bearing our crosses.

Strengthen our Senators. Do not re-
move their mountains, but give them
the energy to climb them. Lead them
around life’s stumbling blocks to a des-
tination that brings glory to You.

We pray in Your powerful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable SAM BROWNBACK led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2006.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable SAM BROWNBACK, a

Senate

Senator from the State of Kansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.
Mr. BROWNBACK thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

MARRIAGE PROTECTION AMEND-
MENT—MOTION TO PROCEED

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to S.J. Res. 1,
which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to the consideration of
S.J. Res. 1, proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States relating to
marriage.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 9:40 shall be equally divided
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we will have a brief period for clos-
ing remarks prior to the 10 a.m. vote
on the Marriage Protection Amend-
ment. That vote will be on a vote for
cloture on the motion to proceed to
S.J. Res. 1.

Following the 10 o’clock vote, the
Senate will recess in order to attend a
joint meeting with the House for the
President of the Republic of Latvia,
who will be addressing both Houses at
11 o’clock this morning. Senators
should remain in the Chamber fol-
lowing the vote so we may leave at ap-
proximately 10:40 for that joint meet-
ing.

When we return at noon, we have set
aside debate times on two issues. First,
from 12 o’clock to 3 o’clock, we will be
debating the motion to proceed to the
repeal of the death tax. A cloture mo-
tion was filed on proceeding to the
death tax repeal. That vote will occur
tomorrow morning. We have also set
aside debate from 3 o’clock to 6 o’clock
on the motion to proceed to the Native
Hawaiians measure. The cloture vote
will occur on that motion to proceed
during tomorrow’s session, as well.

I add that this week we have other
matters to consider, including some
nominations. We hope to reach agree-
ments to consider Sue Schwab to be
U.S. Trade Representative, the Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor for Mine Safety
and Health, and several available dis-
trict judges who are on the Executive
Calendar. We will be scheduling those
for consideration through the remain-
ing days this week.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

VOTING

Mr. REID. Mr. President, my only re-
sponse would be on this side of the
aisle, we will be voting on the estate
tax.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wisconsin is
recognized.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, we
will shortly be voting on what will pre-
sumably be the 28th amendment to the
U.S. Constitution. We all know the
outcome of that vote. The amendment
will fall well short of the 60 votes re-
quired for cloture, let alone the 67
votes required to pass a constitutional
amendment, so it will fail, as it did 2
years ago. I am pleased that the Senate
will reject this amendment.

I am heartened so many Senators
have come to the Senate to speak out
strongly against this misguided pro-
posal, but I am saddened that once
again the Senate has spent several
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